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LG1 Summer 2015 
Unit-specific Guidance 


 
In this unit, candidates are required to answer two sections.  Section A is to be marked out of  
40 marks, and Section B out of 20 marks, making a maximum possible total of 60 marks for 
this unit. 
 
Relevant assessment objectives 
 
There are three assessment objectives that apply to both sections of this paper. 
 
AO1:  Select and apply a range of linguistic methods, to communicate relevant knowledge 
 using appropriate terminology and coherent, accurate written expression. 
AO2:  Demonstrate critical understanding of a range of concepts and issues related to the 
 construction and analysis of meanings in spoken and written language, using 
 knowledge and linguistic approaches. 
AO3:  Analyse and evaluate the influence of contextual factors on the production and 
 reception of spoken and written language, showing knowledge of the key 
 constituents of language. 
 
AO1 accounts for half the assessment in both Section A and Section B, but the weighting 
of the other two AOs varies, and is explained below in the relevant section. 
 


 


SECTION A:  THE LANGUAGE OF TEXTS 


 
The ratio of the three AOs for Section A in terms of weightings is: 
 
AO1: 4; AO2: 1; AO3: 3. 
(20 marks) (5 marks) (15 marks) 
 
It can thus be seen that AO1 accounts for half the assessment in this section, while AO3 has 
three times the weighting of AO2. 
 
This section will be marked out of 40 marks. 
 
Reminder 
 
In making judgements, look carefully at the Notes and Overview which follow, and the 
Assessment Grid which appears at the end of this Section. 
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SECTION A:  TABLE TENNIS 


 
 
 


General points 
 
Candidates are asked to analyse two texts related to table tennis.  The major focus is on the 
use of language, especially how language is used to present table tennis for particular 
audiences and purposes.  It is important not to over-mark answers that do not have a linguistic 
focus, and which do not fulfil the objectives above. 
 
There is no shortage of features to write about, and the Notes which follow are by no means 
exhaustive.  Candidates are not expected to make all these points in the time available, but 
the best answers will cover a wide range.  They should not indulge in mere feature 
spotting, and it is important to look for a sound organisation of the answers and of the 
linguistic points within them. It is also important to have an open mind in marking the 
answers and to be prepared to accept other points, provided that they can be supported 
from the text(s). 
 
Notes 
 
There are separate notes for each text, indicating possible points that candidates might 
make.  Clearly there is some overlap and repetition of features, but the notes have been set 
out in this way as most candidates will consider each text in turn. Some answers, however, 
may well be organised under headings.  There should be some attempt to look at some 
similarities and differences.  Judge each answer on its merits. 
 
These notes are by no means exhaustive, and often only a few examples are given of a 
feature when there are many more in the text.  Candidates are expected to consider the 
effect of these features, not just to note them.  Accept any other points that are relevant 
and clearly illustrated. 
 
Ø is used in examples quoted from the texts where there is an omission e.g. a zero-marked 
relative clause (the shots Ø they are playing – omitted relative pronoun ‘which’). 
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TEXT A: The Girls Empire 
 
Overview 
 
Text A contains some general information about table tennis (e.g. its worldwide popularity, 
classlessness, leisure potential, health benefits), but its primary function is didactic. It is an 
instructive text which aims to advise girls on the ethics of playing, and the importance of duty, 
‘moral fibre’ and an appropriate deportment.  The intended audience shapes the tone and 
content.  The voice of the first person narrator is distinctive, marked by judgemental lexis, 
modals of obligation and imperatives.  Although the text conveys some negative attitudes (table 
tennis is a ‘foolish or worthless pastime’; it lacks ‘scope for the display of cleverness and 
individuality’; it is ‘childish’), these are clearly not views shared by the writer. 
 
Address: young girls, young persons (broad references - impersonal); reflexive pronouns 
yourself, possessive determiners your (daily life), you (direct address – personal engagement) 
Lexis associated with table tennis: ping-pong (American name first used in 1900 – perhaps 
reflecting the international target audience i.e. English speaking Girls all over the World); indoor 
game, the play, the player (i.e. general references because the focus is on etiquette) 
Lexis associated with social expectations for girls: the necessary needlework task, mother’s 
instructions, assistance in the household work 
Writer’s attitude to table tennis: No foolish or worthless pastime, no mere amusement … (i.e. 
negated noun phrases challenge negative claims made by other people), the pinnacle of 
success, triumph   
Abstract nouns: pastime, amusement, pursuit, pleasures (table tennis as leisure activity); 
ethics, earnestness, enthusiasm, duty, selfishness, thoroughness, character, indifference 
(reflect edifying aim) 
Positive adjectives: exhilarating, beneficial, inexpensive, accessible (attitude of writer to table 
tennis) 
Negative adjectives: foolish, worthless, childish (attitudes of others to table tennis); ugly (to 
describe unappealing attributes like selfishness and an unladylike posture); fierce, anxious, 
unattractive, awkward, slovenly (to describe girls who adopt the wrong attitude) 
Adverbs: undoubtedly (comment); especially (emphasis); promptly, severely (link to didactic 
aim of text); thoroughly, heartily (indicative of worthy commitment); feebly, listlessly (indicative of 
inadequate engagement); prettily, gracefully (desirable attributes) 
Noun phrases: a forgetfulness of mother’s instructions, the wearing of tight-fitting things, 
especially sleeves, which would certainly impede … , a countenance engraved with a fierce and 
anxious glare (tend to be long with pre-modification and post-modifying subordinate clauses)  
Present tense verbs: are, is, appears, destroys 
Modal verb phrases: would lay down (intention); should never be forgotten, must not be 
allowed (obligation); can be played (possibility); would…impede, will prove (certainty)  
Passive verb phrases: must be counted, can be enjoyed, should be accorded (typical of formal 
style) 
Imperatives: be (sure), Pull … up , take … to task, try, let me beg (polite form), Use, 
concentrate, do  
Exclamative: How absurd … 
Tripling: Pull yourself up, take yourself to task … try to let duties and pleasures … 
Patterning: exhilarating and beneficial, inexpensive and accessible (coordinated adjectives); 
work and duty, duties and pleasures (nouns); feebly and listlessly, prettily and gracefully 
(adverbs)  
Figurative language: pinnacle … climbed (cliché), like a distracted windmill (simile) 
Foregrounding: Then (developing argument), But (emphatic), Now (sense of writer’s voice), 
Therefore (conclusion of argument) 
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TEXT B: specialist table tennis website 
Overview 
Since this extract is from a sales site, the primary function is clearly persuasive – readers need 
to be convinced that it is good for their general well-being to buy a table tennis table. The sales 
pitch, however, is indirect. By drawing attention to the health benefits of playing, the writer 
implicitly promotes the product. The tone is positive throughout and the approach is informative 
with subject specific lexis and direct quotation from a professional used to give authority to the 
claims made. The target audience is broad – there is an explicit reference to the range of people 
who can participate in the noun phrase people of all ages and fitness levels and the adverb 
Worldwide. Typographical features (bold, subheadings, bullet points) are used to engage the 
reader and divide the text into easily accessible units.  
 


Address: the second person pronoun you and the determiner your  refer to people in general 
i.e. an informal reference equivalent to ‘one’; Renowned physician, psychiatrist and brain 
imaging expert, Dr Daniel Amen (title + full name = formal); You (direct address in quotation)  
Lexis associated with physical health: core muscles, heart rate, cardiovascular, lungs 
Lexis associated with mental health: concentration levels, cognitive decline, treatment, 
dementia 
Lexis associated with exercise: fitness levels, toning and strengthening, exercise, aerobic 
workout 
Attitudes to table tennis: entertaining, fun, great health benefits, low risk of injury, a fantastic 
physical work out, a great mental work out (writer’s POV); The World’s Best Brain Sport 
(medical POV) 
Abstract nouns: coordination, balance (physical health); strategies, Decisions, concentration 
(mental health); bonding, friendships (social benefits)  
Adjectives: all positive - entertaining, fun, fast (predicative); strong and healthy (postpositive 
position), good, great, fantastic, friendly but competitive  (attributive); even more impressive 
(comparative); best, second most popular, youngest (superlatives) 
Adverbs: regularly, heavier, faster and deeper (adjectival forms used i.e. SE ‘more heavily’, 
‘more deeply’), efficiently,  highly (degree), simultaneously, specifically, Incredibly (attitude)   
Verbs: play, improves, toning, strengthening, plan, react, played, hit (dynamic), is  (stative i.e. 
for description)  
Noun phrases: the table, Decisions (simple); the low risk of injury, a good cardiovascular 
exercise, the shots Ø they are playing (a range of modification) 
Time scale: play, boosts (present tense = current understanding); was (past tense re. 
quotation); are tracking (progressive = sense of process); have found (perfective = past event 
with current relevance) 
Modal verb phrases: have to plan (necessity), can be enjoyed (possibility), may think 
(possibility)  
Passive verb phrases: can be enjoyed, can… be played (i.e. avoids the need for an 
impersonal subject i.e. ‘you can enjoy’); is … being recommended (i.e. avoids need to cite 
specific authority/study) 
Imperatives: Lose (weight), Get Fit, Ward off, assist (in bold subheadings so stand out - 
persuasive) 
Patterning: Not only … it is also, As well as … is also  (emphasis on second, unexpected 
element); You … may think …, but I think … (contrast) 
Tripling: entertaining, fun, fast (emphatic); reflexes, hand eye coordination and balance; 
concentration levels, short term memory and decision making ability; tracking … planning … 
figuring out … (part of the persuasive rhetoric of advertising); physician, psychiatrist and brain 
imaging expert (emphasises authority of contributor)  
Figurative language: like aerobic chess (simile) 
Foregrounding: Worldwide, Most notably (adverbs), Because of the low risk … (prepositional 
phrase), When played regularly (adverbial clause) i.e. to draw attention to important concept   
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AS ENGLISH LANGUAGE  LG1 Section A Assessment Grid    
 


 
  


Band Marks 


AO1 
Select and apply a range 
of linguistic methods, to 
communicate relevant 
knowledge using 
appropriate terminology 
and coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
 
 
Weighting: 20 marks 


AO2 
Demonstrate critical 
understanding of a range of 
concepts and issues related 
to the construction and 
analysis of meanings in 
spoken and written 
language, using knowledge 
of linguistic approaches. 
 
Weighting: 5 marks 


AO3 
Analyse and evaluate the 
influence of contextual 
factors on the production 
and reception of spoken 
and written language, 
showing knowledge of the 
key constituents of 
language. 
 
Weighting: 15 marks 


1 0-10 


Attempts to communicate 
some limited knowledge 
with limited use of 
terminology, which is often 
misunderstood. Written 
expression has frequent 
lapses of clarity and 
accuracy, more apparent at 
the bottom of the band. 
Weak structure and 
organisation. 


Limited understanding of 
concepts and issues, but 
attempts to analyse and 
discuss may be confused and 
lacking in clarity, particularly 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Some limited 
knowledge of linguistic 
approaches, with some 
attempt to offer support at the 
top of the band. 


Shows limited awareness of 
contextual factors, with 
limited ability to evaluate 
language in use. Some 
limited understanding and 
knowledge of key 
constituents of language, 
more limited towards the bottom 
of the band. 


2 11-20 


Basic knowledge, becoming 
more adequate towards the 
top of the band but often 
sketchy at the bottom. An 
ability to use some linguistic 
terms, though often 
inaccurately especially at 
the bottom of the band. 
Adequate expression, but 
with some inaccuracy and 
inconsistency. Sense of 
structure and organization 
towards the top of the band. 


Shows a basic understanding 
of concepts and issues, but 
may be inconsistent, especially 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Simple discussion and 
explanation offered in places, 
with varying degrees of 
support. 
Identifies some features of 
linguistic variation, but 
knowledge of linguistic 
approaches more secure 
towards the top of the band. 


Attempting to analyse and 
evaluate contextual factors, 
but inconsistent, particularly 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Reasonable attempt 
at evaluating language in 
use towards the top of the 
band. Tendency to 
generalise and merely 
observe, more marked 
towards the bottom. Shows 
some knowledge of the key 
constituents of language. 


3 21-30 


Mostly sound knowledge 
and use of terminology, 
becoming secure and 
competent at top of band. 
Sound expression, generally 
clear and accurate, 
becoming well controlled at 
top of band. An increasingly 
shaped and organized 
response. 


A sound critical understanding 
of concepts and issues, and 
increasingly sound analysis 
towards the top of the band. 
Sensible discussion and 
support offered in places, less 
evident towards the bottom of 
the band. Competent 
exploration of linguistic 
features. Sound knowledge of 
linguistic approaches. 


Shows a sound awareness 
of, and increasing ability to 
analyse, the influence of 
contextual factors. Able to 
describe features and to 
interpret and evaluate 
competently language in 
use. Shows overview of 
texts, more effectively 
towards the top of the band. 
Increasingly competent 
range of linguistic knowledge. 


4 31-40 


Thorough and assured 
knowledge, applied with 
confidence.  Accurate and 
frequent use of terminology. 
An assured command of 
coherent and accurate 
expression. Well- structured 
response. 


A high level of critical 
understanding of concepts and 
issues, and an ability to 
explore them at a high level of 
interest. Confident knowledge 
of linguistic approaches, with 
particularly strong support at 
the top of the band. 


Able to analyse and evaluate 
contextual factors at a high 
level, with clear overview 
and interpretation of 
language in use becoming 
sophisticated at the top of 
the band. Concise, apt 
illustration. Confident 
demonstration of knowledge 
of key constituents of language. 
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Valid context




Sticky Note

Shaping response



Sticky Note

Could be more precise



Sticky Note

Could be more precise



Sticky Note

Generalisation here



Sticky Note

Lacks examples and linguistic terminology
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Sticky Note

Selection could be better



Sticky Note

Vague



Sticky Note

Shaping response which is beginning to use basic terminology correctly



Sticky Note

Response begins to shape but the linguistic features are not accompanied by specific terminology, such as adjectives



Sticky Note

Understands concepts



Sticky Note

Begins to use sensible terminology



Sticky Note

Appropriate terminology



Sticky Note

Losing linguistic precision



Sticky Note

Could be more precise



Sticky Note

Lacks linguistic terminology
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Sticky Note

Generalised conclusion



Sticky Note

Lacks exemplification



Sticky Note

This is an uneven response, which features quite a lot of generalisation, and often lacks precise linguistic terminology.  Also lacking are specific examples from the text to support analyses.  There is some linguistic awareness and some sensible attempt to analyse the writer's use of language.  However, this lacks development.  The mark awarded is: Band 2 - 17/40.












Sticky Note

Overview



Sticky Note

Shaping response: beginning to use appropriate terminology



Sticky Note

Precise use of terminology



Sticky Note

Not a noun clause, but the candidate displays subtle linguistic knowledge



Sticky Note

Sensible selection and precise illustration



Sticky Note

Precise terminology and apt illustration.  



Sticky Note

Sensible selection



Sticky Note

Apt and sophisticated selection



Sticky Note

Sensible illustration



Sticky Note

Thorough knowledge of precise linguistic terminology



Sticky Note

Sensible selection



Sticky Note

Insightful observation, linked to specific example given



Sticky Note

Precise knowledge



Sticky Note

Sophisticated grammatical knowledge



Sticky Note

Sound knowledge of linguistic constituents



Sticky Note

Drilling down to analyse specific elements of the phrase highlighted



Sticky Note

Minor error here.  This is a complement.







Sticky Note

Sensible and precise selection



Sticky Note

Assured and confident knowledge of linguistic terminology



Sticky Note

Assured and sophisticated linguistic knowledge



Sticky Note

Minor error as it is an adjective



Sticky Note

Sustains high level of linguistic knowledge



Sticky Note

Confident selection



Sticky Note

Assured and precise labelling of linguistic terminology



Sticky Note

Sound insight into the overview of the text



Sticky Note

High level of grammatical knowledge in the first instance, followed by further, precise linguistic knowledge in analysing the selected text



Sticky Note

Sustains sophisticated grammatical knowledge







Sticky Note

Precise knowledge



Sticky Note

Precise knowledge



Sticky Note

Sensible selection and discussion here



Sticky Note

Sound and secure overview of context, although the adverb 'hitherto' and the verb 'decry' are not archaic.



Sticky Note

Secure knowledge here



Sticky Note

Close linguistic analysis.  Primary auxiliary verbs are rarely correctly identified.



Sticky Note

Throughout this paragraph, the candidate uses a sophisticated range of precise linguistic terminology to support analysis.







Sticky Note

Secure overview



Sticky Note

Focused immediately on appropriate selection of grammatical features



Sticky Note

Sensible selection



Sticky Note

Sensible selection followed by insightful discussion



Sticky Note

Secure knowledge



Sticky Note

Sustaining secure linguistic knowledge in this section.



Sticky Note

Not a noun clause, but shows sophisticated knowledge which is sustained throughout this paragraph







Sticky Note

Sustains high level of linguistic precision.



Sticky Note

Sensible selection followed by appropriate analysis



Sticky Note

Sensible discussion of the text's emphasis on the universal appeal of table tennis.



Sticky Note

Sustains a high level of linguistic precision throughout the discussion here.



Sticky Note

Sensible selection and sound analysis.



Sticky Note

Precise knowledge linked to appropriate commentary



Sticky Note

Sustains a high level of linguistic expertise.
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Sticky Note

Insightful knowledge and secure grammatical understanding



Sticky Note

Sustains insightful understanding here



Sticky Note

Precise and accurate



Sticky Note

High level of grammatical understanding



Sticky Note

Sensible support



Sticky Note

Precise - and correct - identification.



Sticky Note

Secure grammatical knowledge



Sticky Note

This candidate demonstrates a thorough and assured understanding of key linguistic constituents.  The high level of linguistic expertise is sustained throughout, with only very few, and minor, errors.  There is purposeful and frequent illustration of relevant points and sound, often sophisticated, analysis of the effects the writers achieve.

This is a top Band 4: 40/40
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SECTION A


The Language of Texts


This Section counts for 40 marks and you should devote an appropriate proportion of your 
time to it.


The following two texts are about table tennis.


Text A is an extract from The Girls Empire: An Annual for English speaking Girls all over the World 
published in 1902.


Text B is an extract from a specialist website which sells table tennis tables and accessories.


Question 0 1


Analyse the use of language in these texts.


In your answer you should:


•	 consider carefully the audience and purpose for each text;


•	 explore how the writers present table tennis;


•	 include some consideration of similarities and/or differences between the texts.
(40 marks)
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TEXT A: an extract from The Girls Empire: An Annual for English speaking Girls all over the 
World


Athletics for Girls: Ping-Pong Playing
By Beatrice Lewis


No foolish or worthless pastime, no mere amusement lacking in scope for the display of 
cleverness and individuality would ever attain the pinnacle of success to which ping-pong 
has undoubtedly climbed during the past year. There are various reasons besides the 
mere pleasure of the actual game which go to form active factors towards its triumph.
First and foremost amongst these must be counted the fact that the exercise of playing is 
exhilarating and beneficial above anything hitherto induced by an indoor game. Then, it 
is inexpensive and accessible to all classes and all means. Essentially a social pastime, 
it is equally suitable for afternoon and evening play, and can be enjoyed in any kind of 
dress. The only restriction I would lay down in this latter respect is with regard to the 
wearing of tight things, especially tight-fitting sleeves, which would certainly impede the 
play and distress the player. But since tight garments are harmful, under any conditions, it 
is scarcely a special exaction of ping-pong to demand their avoidance.
I should here like to say a few words to young girls on what I may call the ethics of game-
playing, and the position and importance that should be accorded to it in one’s daily life. It 
is a habit amongst many people to decry the playing of games as childish and to scoff at 
all signs of earnestness and enthusiasm expended upon them. “Oh, it’s only a game! How 
absurd to take it so seriously!” Now, this appears to be an entirely false spirit in which to 
enter upon any pursuit.
Games, especially if they give scope for healthful exercise, hold a legitimate place in the 
lives of all young persons, and are therefore well worth entering into heartily. At the same 
time, it should never be forgotten that play must not be allowed to usurp the place or the 
time of work and duty. If the ardour for play leads to scamped lessons, to the scurried 
and untidy performance of the necessary needlework task, to a forgetfulness of mother’s 
instructions, or an ungracious manner in lightening her labours, and in rendering her 
thoughtful assistance in the household work, be sure that an ugly phase of selfishness 
is setting in which must be checked without delay. Pull yourself up, take yourself to task 
promptly and severely, and try to let duties and pleasures respectively find their proper 
level in the scheme of your daily life. 
But, granted that your playtime is not allowed to encroach upon higher duties, let me beg 
you not to be ashamed to throw yourself thoroughly and heartily into the pastime of the 
moment. Use your brains, concentrate your attention, and do your best to excel. When it 
does not annoy me, it makes my heart ache to see young girls joining feebly and listlessly 
in pastimes and pleasures, instead of displaying a healthy and vigorous enthusiasm. It is 
my experience, and my sincere conviction, that thoroughness permeates the character in 
work and play alike, while a listless indifference destroys the moral fibre, and will prove 
a bar to success in all things small and great. Therefore, while you are playing, play with 
heart and soul, and do the very best you are capable of.
Ping-pong, like all other games, can be played prettily and gracefully, or the reverse – very 
much the reverse! It’s really as easy from the beginning to cultivate a graceful style as to 
flounder and fling oneself about with arms and legs going like a distracted windmill. Some 
girls contract an ugly habit of standing with the legs apart, back bent and elbows squared. 
Such a pose, together with a countenance engraved with a fierce and anxious glare, would 
render the prettiest of girls an unattractive spectacle. I do not mean to suggest that you 
should be for ever thinking of appearances, but a good carriage is very important and 
exercise loses more than half its value if carried on in an awkward and slovenly manner.
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TEXT B: an extract from a specialist website which sells table tennis tables and accessories


The Health benefits of Table Tennis


Lose Weight & Get Fit With Table Tennis!


Worldwide millions of people play table tennis, and with good reason. It is entertaining, 
fun, fast and has great health benefits as well. Because of the low risk of injury table 
tennis can be enjoyed by people of all ages and fitness levels. When played regularly it 
improves reflexes, hand-eye coordination and balance, while toning and strengthening 
the core muscles, upper and lower body. It’s great for working up a sweat and increasing 
your heart rate, thus helping to keep your heart strong and healthy. Not only is it a good 
cardiovascular exercise, it is also a great aerobic workout. When running about the table 
your heart rate increases and your body’s requirement for oxygen becomes much higher, 
therefore you breathe heavier, faster and deeper, which increases lung capacity in addition 
to how efficiently your lungs use oxygen.
As well as being a fantastic physical work out, table tennis is also a great mental work out. 
You have to plan strategies and decide what spin to put on the ball, whilst trying to stay one 
step ahead of your opponent and react to the shots they are playing all at the same time. 
Decisions have to be made in split seconds, this increases concentration levels, short term 
memory and decision-making ability. All this mental exercise boosts hormone levels and 
keeps the brain young, which can slow the progress of cognitive decline that occurs with 
ageing. It is also a sport that is good for social bonding, with its friendly but competitive 
nature, it can be enjoyed at your local club where you can meet with new people and form 
lasting friendships. It can also be played at home as a great way to spend more quality 
time together and bring the family closer.


Renowned physician, psychiatrist and brain imaging expert, Dr Daniel Amen, says 
that ‘Table Tennis is The World’s Best Brain Sport!’


The following was what Dr Amen had to say about table tennis:
‘You still may think that calling table tennis a sport is silly, but I think it is the best brain 
sport ever. It is highly aerobic, uses both the upper and lower body, is great for eye-hand 
coordination and reflexes, and causes you to use many different areas of the brain at once 
as you are tracking the ball, planning shots and strategies, and figuring out spins.
It is like aerobic chess. Plus, table tennis causes very few head injuries. Table tennis, or 
Ping Pong, is the second most popular organized sport in the world. What is even more 
impressive is that it is the youngest of the world’s major sports. At the competitive level, 
players hit the ball in excess of 90 miles per hour across the table!’


Ward off Alzheimer’s & assist in the treatment of Dementia!
Numerous studies have found that table tennis activates various areas of the brain 
simultaneously. Incredibly, the game is now being recommended as a method of warding 
off Alzheimer’s and for assisting in the treatment of dementia.
Most notably, Dr Daniel Amen specifically points out that table tennis:


•	 Increases concentration and alertness
•	 Stimulates brain function
•	 Develops tactical thinking skills
•	 Develops hand/eye coordination
•	 Provides aerobic exercise
•	 Provides social and recreational interaction	
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LG1 Summer 2015 
Unit-specific Guidance 


In this unit, candidates are required to answer two sections.  Section A is to be marked out of 
40 marks, and Section B out of 20 marks, making a maximum possible total of 60 marks for 
this unit. 


Relevant assessment objectives 


There are three assessment objectives that apply to both sections of this paper. 


AO1: Select and apply a range of linguistic methods, to communicate relevant knowledge 
using appropriate terminology and coherent, accurate written expression. 


AO2: Demonstrate critical understanding of a range of concepts and issues related to the 
construction and analysis of meanings in spoken and written language, using 
knowledge and linguistic approaches. 


AO3: Analyse and evaluate the influence of contextual factors on the production and 
reception of spoken and written language, showing knowledge of the key 
constituents of language. 


AO1 accounts for half the assessment in both Section A and Section B, but the weighting 
of the other two AOs varies, and is explained below in the relevant section. 
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SECTION B: LANGUAGE FOCUS 
‘LEGO MOVIE’ MAGAZINE ARTICLE 


The ratio of the three AOs for Section B in terms of weighting is: 


AO1: 2; AO2: 1; AO3: 1. 
(10 marks) (5 Marks) (5 marks) 


It can thus be seen that AO1 accounts for half the assessment in this section, while AO2 and 
AO3 have equal weightings. 


This section will be marked out of 20 marks. 


Reminder: 


In making judgements, look carefully at the Notes and Overview which follow, and the 
Assessment Grid which appears at the end of this Section 


General Points 


Section B differs from A in that there is a more clearly defined focus, in this case on the 
writer’s attitudes to the film and also the enthusiasm for Lego as a popular toy.  
Candidates are expected to concentrate on the analysis of the linguistic features of the text that 
are relevant to the defined focus.  It is important not to over-mark answers that do not have a 
linguistic focus, and which do not fulfil the objectives above. 


There are plenty of features to analyse, and the Notes are by no means exhaustive.  The best 
answers will cover a wide range of points, but will still be selective of features.  They should not 
indulge in mere feature spotting, and it is important to look for a sound organisation of the 
answers and of the linguistic points within them.  It is also important to have an open mind in 
marking the answers and to be prepared to accept other points, provided that they can be 
supported from the text(s).  There could be a variety of views expressed about the attitudes that 
are conveyed; be tolerant of differing interpretations, provided that they are based on the use of 
language, and can be supported from the text. 
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Notes 
 
Candidates are required to consider how the writer’s attitude to the film and how enthusiasm for Lego are 
communicated through the lexical choices, not just to note the features. Look for intelligent and interesting 
discussion, but be tolerant, and credit any valid points that emerge from their analysis of the actual 
language. 
 
The notes below indicate possible points that candidates might make. Do not use this as a check list, 
however, as in the time available candidates will have to select what they see as the most significant 
features - they cannot possibly cover all the features identified here. Some examples are given, but there 
are many more in the text. Accept any other points that are relevant and clearly illustrated. 
 
Compound modifiers: Toy-turned-movie, toy-to-film, $200-million-plus, much-hyped, cross-generational, 
save-the-world, when-brands-collide, London-based (typical of journalism) 
Colloquial: flopped, Thanks to …, doofus, crams in, guy, sweet spot  
Idioms: taps into, in the pipeline, sank (at the box office), in spades, huge swath, snapped the deal  
Neologism: Legonians (familiar and affectionate name) 
Proper nouns: Battleship, Monopoly, Lego Movie (film titles); Jonah Hill, Alison Brie, Will Arnett, Will 
Ferrell (film stars); Batman, Superman, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles (licensed  characters); Universal, 
Hasbro , Disney, Lego, (prestigious brands); London-based Hollywood, Californian, (place); Brick Journal, 
BrickLaboratory.com (magazine/website) 
References to popular culture: Toys “R” Us (shop), Candy Land, Ouija, Monopoly (games), Stretch 
Armstrong (action toy), Batman, Superman, Wonder Woman (superheroes), Han Solo, “Imperial March” 
(Star Wars); H.P.Lovecraft’s Cthulhu (science-fiction) 
Puns: Battleship sank … ripple effect; Monopoly went directly past Go to development hell  
Positive modifiers describing the film: iconic, unique, cross-generational, unprecedented, nostalgia 
(factor), a little shiver of joy -  even though plot is nothing special   
Positive lexis describing Lego: dedication, high-quality, better, (company); insanely detailed, serious, 
intricate (fans’ creations celebrating Lego); ubiquitous (extent); Everyone has played … keeps fans 
around (longevity)  
Noun phrases: The fellow Legonians who help … , the dozens of licensed characters Ø the film crams in, 
a world of grown-ups creating … animating … or publishing (long with a lot of information communicated 
in the modification – particularly the post-modification) 
Naming: An Everyman doofus, the villainous President Business (characters); Christopher Ratcliff, a 
movie-marketing expert with the London-based firm Econsultancy, novelist Joe Meno, Carl Merriam, a 29-
year-old Californian who created BrickLaboratory.com, Joe Pulizzi, a brand expert with the Content 
Marketing Institute (full name + role to establish position of authority); Turtles (informal, familiar)  
Timescale: opened, was, looked (past tense i.e. laying ground for comparison with previous unsuccessful 
projects); makes up, is, push, pop up (present tense re. new film); has played …  
Modal verb phrases: may … build 
Passive verb phrase: is … drafted (brings object, i.e. main character, to position of emphasis) 
Imperative: (Just) Google .. (verb formed from a company name) 
Simple sentences: used in the headlines, The nostalgia factor is key.  
Fronted coordinating conjunction: But it was not meant to be … (emphatic simple sentence) 
Foregrounding: When Battleship opened … (adverbial time clause); With film adaptations …, Thanks to 
… , … (prepositional phrase); By casting … (non-finite clause)  
Tripling: Battleship sank … Monopoly went directly past Go … and Universal shed …; Wonder Woman, 
the Turtles, and even Lego’s 1980s space guy; crafting … animating … or publishing 
 
The text initially emphasises the success of ‘The Lego Movie’ in the light of the failure of other similar 
projects - the contrast reinforces the characteristics which set the film apart from its predecessors i.e. the 
effective combination of familiar Lego figures and well-known characters from big franchises; and the 
element of nostalgia, which will appeal to adults. The semi-informal tone adds a familiarity and warmth to 
the review, with the writer’s positive attitude explicitly communicated through the positive lexis and 
reinforced by the quotations he includes. The use of long noun phrases, often in parenthesis, to establish 
the credentials of the people he cites gives credibility to the opinions. The toy is seen to be universally 
loved, with adults finding new and creative ways to use it.   
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AS ENGLISH LANGUAGE LG1 Section B Assessment Grid    


 
1151-01 GCE English Language - LG1 MS Summer 2015 
Ref:  GH/21.11.14. 


Band Marks 


AO1 
Select and apply a range 
of linguistic methods, to 
communicate relevant 
knowledge using 
appropriate terminology 
and coherent, accurate 
written expression. 
 
 
Weighting: 10 marks 


AO2 
Demonstrate critical 
understanding of a range of 
concepts and issues related 
to the construction and 
analysis of meanings in 
spoken and written 
language, using knowledge 
of linguistic approaches. 
 
Weighting: 5 marks 


AO3 
Analyse and evaluate the 
influence of contextual 
factors on the production 
and reception of spoken 
and written language, 
showing knowledge of the 
key constituents of 
language. 
 
Weighting: 5 marks 


1 0-5 


Attempts to communicate 
some limited knowledge 
with limited use of 
terminology, which is often 
misunderstood. Written 
expression has frequent 
lapses of clarity and 
accuracy, more apparent at 
the bottom of the band. 
Weak structure and 
organisation. 


Limited understanding of 
concepts and issues, but 
attempts to analyse and 
discuss may be confused and 
lacking in clarity, particularly 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Some limited 
knowledge of linguistic 
approaches, with some 
attempt to offer support at the 
top of the band. 


Shows limited awareness of 
contextual factors, with 
limited ability to evaluate 
language in use. Some 
limited understanding and 
knowledge of key 
constituents of language, 
more limited towards the bottom 
of the band. 


2 6-10 


Basic knowledge, becoming 
more adequate towards the 
top of the band but often 
sketchy at the bottom. An 
ability to use some linguistic 
terms, though often 
inaccurately especially at 
the bottom of the band. 
Adequate expression, but 
with some inaccuracy and 
inconsistency. Sense of 
structure and organization 
towards the top of the band. 


Shows a basic understanding 
of concepts and issues, but 
may be inconsistent, especially 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Simple discussion and 
explanation offered in places, 
with varying degrees of 
support. 
Identifies some features of 
linguistic variation, but 
knowledge of linguistic 
approaches more secure 
towards the top of the band. 


Attempting to analyse and 
evaluate contextual factors, 
but inconsistent, particularly 
towards the bottom of the 
band. Reasonable attempt 
at evaluating language in 
use towards the top of the 
band. Tendency to 
generalise and merely 
observe, more marked 
towards the bottom. Shows 
some knowledge of the key 
constituents of language. 


3 11-15 


Mostly sound knowledge 
and use of terminology, 
becoming secure and 
competent at top of band. 
Sound expression, generally 
clear and accurate, 
becoming well controlled at 
top of band. An increasingly 
shaped and organized 
response. 


A sound critical understanding 
of concepts and issues, and 
increasingly sound analysis 
towards the top of the band. 
Sensible discussion and 
support offered in places, less 
evident towards the bottom of 
the band. Competent 
exploration of linguistic 
features. Sound knowledge of 
linguistic approaches. 


Shows a sound awareness 
of, and increasing ability to 
analyse, the influence of 
contextual factors. Able to 
describe features and to 
interpret and evaluate 
competently language in 
use. Shows overview of 
texts, more effectively 
towards the top of the band. 
Increasingly competent 
range of linguistic knowledge. 


4 16-20 


Thorough and assured 
knowledge, applied with 
confidence.  Accurate and 
frequent use of terminology. 
An assured command of 
coherent and accurate 
expression. Well- structured 
response. 


A high level of critical 
understanding of concepts and 
issues, and an ability to 
explore them at a high level of 
interest. Confident knowledge 
of linguistic approaches, with 
particularly strong support at 
the top of the band. 


Able to analyse and evaluate 
contextual factors at a high 
level, with clear overview 
and interpretation of 
language in use becoming 
sophisticated at the top of 
the band. Concise, apt 
illustration. Confident 
demonstration of knowledge 
of key constituents of language. 












92



Sticky Note

Begins to shape the response by correctly identifying the writer's positive attitude towards the film.



Sticky Note

Some sensible discussion here, as the candidate frames the failure of 'Battleship' within the context of the impending success of the Lego Movie.  



Sticky Note

Lacks linguistic terminology in this paragraph, and the focus shifts at the end of the paragraph away from a discussion of the Lego Movie and towards a discussion of Monopoly.



Sticky Note

Sensible selection and discussion of the writer's fondness for the film under review.







93



Sticky Note

Sound insight and sensible discussion of the writer's enthusiasm.



Sticky Note

Sensible selection and increasingly precise use of linguistic terminology.



Sticky Note

Sensible selection to illustrate the writer's attitudes.



Sticky Note

The sensible discussion here is harmed by a lack of linguistic terminology.



Sticky Note

Vague and lacking in precision.



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem







94



Sticky Note

Overall, a competent response which makes a sound range of points. The focus on the question is clear and generally sustained.  However, the lack of a range of linguistic terminology hinders the quality of the analysis somewhat.

This is a low Band 3 response: 13/20












Sticky Note

Tightly focused and sophisticated discussion



Sticky Note

Precise terminology



Sticky Note

Minor error here.   'Rival' is a verb, so this is a clause.



Sticky Note

Purposeful and insightful selection.



Sticky Note

Secure knowledge tightly focused on the question.



Sticky Note

Sustains high level of linguistic expertise.



Sticky Note

Analysis tightly focused on the question.



Sticky Note

Purposeful selection.



Sticky Note

Insightful and sophisticated knowledge.



Sticky Note

Response retains a tight focus on the question, and a high level of linguistic expertise.



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem







Sticky Note

Sensible selection followed by concise analysis.



Sticky Note

Assured knowledge



Sticky Note

Purposeful selection and tightly focused on the question because it is linked to Hertz's approval of the toy.



Sticky Note

Tightly focused.



Sticky Note

High level of linguistic knowledge deployed in the service of a sound analysis which keeps focus on the relevant attitudes of the writer.



Sticky Note

Tightly focused and successful because it juxtaposes a discussion of the box office failure of 'Battleship' with the success of the Lego Movie.



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem







Sticky Note

Confident contextual awareness linked to sensible discussion.



Sticky Note

Sustains tight focus on the question, not getting lost in the precision of the linguistic terminology.



Sticky Note

Secure grammatical knowledge



Sticky Note

Secure contextual awareness



Sticky Note

Tight focus on the question.



Sticky Note

Insightful grammatical knowledge



Sticky Note

Correctly identified adjectival phrase.



Sticky Note

Purposeful selection.



Sticky Note

A tightly focused analysis which demonstrates thorough and assured linguistic knowledge in the service of a knowledgeable discussion of the writer's attitudes towards the film under review.  Purposeful and secure selection from the text to illustrate points made in the discussion.  

This is a full marks response in Band 4: 20/20



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem



burgem

Sticky Note

Marked set by burgem
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SECTION B


Language Focus


This Section counts for 20 marks and you should devote an appropriate proportion of your 
time to it.


The following text is an extract from an article about The Lego Movie published in a weekly news and 
current affairs magazine in February 2014, the day before the film was shown in cinemas. 


Question 0 2


Analyse and discuss the use of language in this text to convey the views presented by 
the writer.


You should consider in your answer:


•	 how the language choices reveal the writer’s attitudes towards the film;


•	 how language is used to present enthusiasm for the popular toy Lego.
(20 marks)
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Toy-turned-movie works Lego nostalgia
Lego Movie taps into 50 years of brick stacking.


Batman and Gandalf don’t hurt, either.
By Barry Hertz


When Battleship opened in the summer of 2012, Hollywood was looking more and more 
like a Toys “R” Us outlet. With film adaptations of Candy Land, Ouija, Monopoly and Stretch 
Armstrong in the pipeline, this was a new era of toy-to-film franchises – a neat reversal of 
the ’80s and ’90s, when producers looked to playthings to extend franchises outside the 
multiplex. But it was not meant to be. Battleship sank at the box office, earning just a third 
of its $200-million-plus budget, and the ripple effect was swift: Monopoly went directly past 
Go to development hell, and Universal shed its much-hyped Hasbro partnership, paying 
millions in penalties to not make movies.
Battleship flopped in part because it lacked recognizable characters – plastic grey ships 
and red pegs don’t exactly make for compelling leads. The upcoming Lego Movie makes 
up for that in spades. Thanks to a host of iconic characters, and unique cross-generational 
appeal, the ubiquitous interlocking bricks may just build a film empire to rival Disney.
The plot of the CGI movie is nothing special: An Everyman doofus named Emmet (voiced 
by Parks and Recreation’s Everyman doofus Chris Pratt) is mistakenly drafted into a 
save-the-world mission to stop the villainous President Business (Will Ferrell). The fellow 
Legonians who help Emmet, though, push the film into unprecedented territory. Batman, 
Superman, the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Gandalf and Han Solo all pop up in the film in 
a when-brands-collide whirlwind – guaranteeing interest from a huge swath of moviegoers 
who grew up not only with Lego, but also with the dozens of licensed characters the film 
crams in. “I know I wasn’t on my own in getting a little shiver of joy from seeing the trailer 
and watching Wonder Woman, the Turtles, and even Lego’s 1980s space guy, all in the 
same scene,” says Christopher Ratcliff, a movie-marketing expert with the London-based 
firm Econsultancy.
The nostalgia factor is key. Just Google “adult fans of Lego” to uncover a world of 
grown-ups crafting insanely detailed Lego recreations of the Old Testament, animating 
mini-Star Wars figures to create “Imperial March” Lego orchestras, or publishing such 
serious fan magazines as novelist Joe Meno’s Brick Journal. “Everyone has played 
with Lego at some point in their life, and the company’s dedication to a high-quality play 
experience keeps fans around,” says Carl Merriam, a 29-year-old Californian who created 
BrickLaboratory.com to share his intricate works (which range from Lego toothbrushes to 
H.P. Lovecraft’s Cthulhu).
By casting Pratt and a host of adult comedy all-stars – Jonah Hill, Alison Brie and Will 
Arnett (who does a spot-on Dark Knight) – producers are also hitting the Pixar sweet spot, 
mixing highly refined nostalgia with expertly crafted pop-culture homage.
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